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A Message to Canadians 


I recently released a discussion paper that offers some ideas about 
how we can improve social programs in Canada. Over the next few 
months, Members of Parliament will be meeting with their constituents 
to talk about those ideas. A parliamentary committee will ask Canadians 
for their views and suggestions. Discussions will also take place with 


provincial governments, individual Canadians and with groups. 


This debate should include you. This book is one way you can make 
your views known. It describes whats wrong with our social programs, 


explains some options for change, and asks for your opinions. 
After considering all of the responses and reports, I will introduce 
legislation to create a new social security system — one that offers 


help for those in need and opportunity for the future. 


Thank you for taking part in this historic debate. 


Lloyd Axwédrthy 


Minister of Human Resources Development 


— 


Important Notes 


. Before starting, please remove the questions from the middle of 


this book, so that you can work with information and questions 
side-by-side. 


. All answers mailed before January 16, 1995 will be part of a final, 


published report on what Canadians said. As well, the Standing 
Committee on Human Resources Development will receive an interim 
report in late December. 


. Not all details and information can be included in a book this size. 


If you would like more information call 1-800-735-3551 (TDD for the 
hearing impaired: 1-800-465-7735) to: 


m get a copy of the /mproving Social Security in Canada discus- 
sion paper 
m@ get a summary of the paper or more background facts 


mw find out about public hearings and seminars. 


The Building Blocks of Social Security 


This workbook looks at three main areas of the social 
security system. 


mg Working deals with programs that help find and keep work — 
such as job counselling, training, and unemployment insurance. 


= Learning looks at the need to give Canadians of all ages an 
opportunity for education. 


w Security deals with federal support for welfare programs and 
support for children in low income families. 
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Making our social programs work 


We have built a strong social security system in 
Canada. Over the past fifty years, things like unem- 
ployment insurance, job training, education and wel- 
fare programs have made life better for all Canadians. 


But times have changed. Our programs aren’t work- 
ing as well as they used to. Too many people are out 
of work for too long. Too many people are on welfare 
when they would rather support themselves and their 
families. Too many children are living in poverty and 


are not getting a good start in life. 


Improving the system Is 

everybody's business 

This year the federal government will spend almost 
$40 billion on social programs, not counting support 
for seniors and health care. That’s $1,300 for every 


Canadian. 


The people who need and use social security pro- 
grams say the programs aren’t working anymore. 
We’re spending too much money without getting the 
best results. At the same time, the federal government 
is committed to bringing down the deficit to 3% of 
Gross Domestic Product (GDP) by 1996-97. There 
have already been measures in the 1994 budget to 


reduce spending and more reductions will be necessary. 


We can do better 


We have to start by looking at our own values and 
priorities as Canadians. What kind of social security 
system do we want in Canada? What kind of pro- 
grams are we willing to pay for through our taxes? 
What kind of programs will get the results we need 
as we prepare for the years ahead? 


Major Federal Expenditures on Social Security Programs, 1994-1995 


Despite all that money: 


Vocational Rehabilitation for Child Tax Benefit $5.1B 
Disabled Persons $0.2B 


@ almost one out of every ten unem- 


Canada Assistance Plan $8.2B 


ployed Canadians has been out 


Employment Programs: 
Consolidated Revenue Fund $1.4B 


of work for a year or more 
Employment Programs: 
UI Developmental Uses $1.9B 


@ almost seven million Canadians 


have trouble reading and writing REET ree 
anada otude Ns ov. 


@ more than three million people 


are on welfare — and welfare 


Post Sec. Education: Established 
Programs Financing $6.1B 


costs have tripled since 1981 Ul Regular Benefits $12.48 


@ about 1.3 million Canadian oe UL Rdiinestetion 21.28 


children — almost one out of 


UI Maternity/Parental/Adoption 
and Sickness Benefits $1.7B 


Total: $38.7 Billion (1994-1995) 


every five — live in poverty. 


Employment | Learning 


Source: Main Estimates 1994-95, HRDC Projections 
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WORKING: Bringing jobs and people together 


The best social security is having a job. But today, many familiar jobs are dis- 
appearing. They are being replaced by new kinds of jobs that need more education 
and training than ever before. 


That’s an important reason why more people who lose their jobs find it hard to 
get new ones — their skills are not up-to-date. Almost half the new jobs demand 
at least 16 years of education and training. And most jobs keep changing — so 
that people have to keep learning new skills even if they don’t change jobs. 
For those who don’t keep learning, change can be difficult. 


For parents, finding and keeping a job can be especially difficult. By far the 
majority of parents now work outside the home; quite a few are lone parents. 


Many need help balancing work and family responsibilities. 


This section looks at ways to help people cope with the changing world of work. 


These include: 


1. Employment Programs — such as job counselling, training, information about 


job opportunities, and help finding a job; 


2. Unemployment Insurance — which provides financial support for unemployed 


workers who are looking for work; 


3. Helping working parents. 
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1. EMPLOYMENT PROGRAMS 


Many Canadians are unemployed today. But there 
are also many jobs available. Too often, people who 
are unemployed don’t have the skills that these jobs 


require. 


Employment programs can help these people get the 
training and experience they need. The federal gov- 
ernment spends more than $3 billion on programs 
like training for the unemployed. That’s a good 
investment — if it helps people get off UI or welfare. 


The need for change 
Unfortunately, that’s not always what happens. 


@ Too many people end up in programs that have 
little to do with what they need. 


@ Many get training for jobs that don’t exist 


locally. 


@ Many are shunted from one program to another, 
when all they really need 1s some basic 
counselling and advice on what jobs are 


available. 


Making employment programs work 


Employment programs that work — that help peo- 
ple get jobs — should be one of the main parts of a 
social security system. The federal government pro- 
poses to improve these programs — to provide more, 


and better, help for those who need it. 


How can we do this? By providing programs that pay 


more attention to the individual needs of people, with: 


@ better tools; and 


™@ programs that are easier to use. 


Options: What kind of employment 
tools do we need? 


The key to providing better employment programs 1s 
to focus on the things that work best — but which of 
the following would be most useful? Are there oth- 


ers to consider? 


m@ Better job counselling: Only 10 per cent of 
UI claimants get job counselling. With more 
individual counselling, people could get more 
worthwhile help — aimed at a personal action 


' plan to help them get a job. 


@ Better information: Better information on jobs, 
including where they are and what skills they 
require, would help people make better choices 


about jobs, training or education. 


@ Improving basic skills: Millions of adults have 
trouble reading, writing, or using numbers. 
To get a job today, these people need help 
improving their skills. 


mg Classroom training: The federal government 
spends about $450 million each year to send 
unemployed people to training in classrooms, 
but this is often not the best way to train. We 
also need to look at other ways to improve skills 
such as training on the job or using computers 


at home. 


w Workplace training: Being trained at work is 
often the most effective. Some form of financial 
incentive could be offered to employers to 


encourage them to do more training themselves. 


@ Incentives for hiring unemployed workers: 
In some cases, the government could pay part 
of the wages for unemployed workers who need 
experience and on-the-job training. This would 
make it easier for employers to hire people with 


employment problems. 
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2. UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE (UI) 


Unemployment Insurance is supposed to give peo- 
ple temporary income support when they lose a job. 
And for most people, UI works well. It helps them 
keep going while they look for work. 


But for too many people, UI is becoming a way of 
life. It’s not helping them make the change from one 
job to the next. 


The need for change 


In fact, UI seems to discourage people from adjust- 
ing to change. For too many people it’s like a revolv- 
ing door that doesn’t go anywhere. Consider: 


m Almost 40% of people claiming UI have already 
used the program two or more times in the past 


five years. 


@ Last year, 3.4 million Canadians collected UL. 


Is this the best we can do? Or are there better ways 
to use the money we spend on UI? How can we 
change the program so it actually helps people get 
and keep jobs? 


The government is exploring two different approaches 
for changing UI. The first is to build a new “Employ- 
ment Insurance” program to replace UI. The second 


is to tighten the rules of the existing UI program. 


Approach 1: A new Employment 
Insurance program 


A new Employment Insurance program would have 


two parts. 


m@ Basic Insurance would be for people who only 
need UI occasionally. For them, the program 
would work the same as it does now. They 
would get income support while looking for 
another job. Basic insurance would still include 
sickness, parental, maternity and adoption 


benefits. 


@ Adjustment Insurance would be for people 
who have frequent employment problems and 
use UI repeatedly. The benefits they get might 
be lower than Basic Insurance, but they would 
get better help finding new jobs — including 


counselling, training, or other services. 


Who are “frequent claimants”? 
People who use UI frequently face many different 


situations. They include, for example, people who: 
@ have seasonal jobs; 

@ live in communities where jobs are scarce; 

@ have few skills required by employers; 


@ work for a firm that regularly lays off workers, 


as part of their business cycle. 


For these people, UI has become a regular addition 
to their earnings, rather than a temporary support. 
Adjustment Insurance benefits offer them hope 
for something more — a chance to get out of the 


revolving door. 


- Adjustment Insurance me 
Considerations 


ois should “frequent claimants” ie define 
How long should claimants be able to dra 
‘ adjustment | benefits? How much should t ey get? 


Two of the hardest questions would be: — 


@ Should the amount a person receives depend 2 
neir income hae their own or th ir 


test be used to ut rt aetele pnb a very 
- good income from using support because it _ 
is there, rather than because itis needed? 


B Should benefits be depénuen: on whether 
people are willing to take part in community © 
services oremployment programsto ———™~S 
become more employable? 


Approach 2: Adjust the 
existing program 


With this option, the UI program would stay basically 
the same, but the rules would change. For example: 


m@ The time a person must work to get benefits 
could be increased. The current 12 to 20 week 
requirement could be raised to 14 to 20 weeks. 


m@ The number of weeks needed to collect UI — 
which now varies from region to region — could 


be made the same across Canada. 


m@ The length of time a person can receive benefits 
could be reduced. At present, people can collect UI 
for 14 to 50 weeks, depending on how long they 


have worked and the local unemployment rate. 


m@ The benefits paid could be lowered. Right now, 
people can get a maximum of $429 per week. 


Any of these ideas would save money. And that money 


could be used to pay for better employment programs. 
Or, it could be used to lower the premiums, which 
might encourage employers to create new jobs. But 
this approach would not, by itself, help people deal 
with the problems they have finding and keeping work. 


3. HELPING WORKING PARENTS 


Most parents work outside the home. It can be diffi- 
cult for them to balance family and work responsi- 
bilities. Part-time work and flexible work schedules 
might be ways to help parents cope. 


Another concern for them is finding and paying for 
child care. Especially for single parents, affordable 
child care is very important to help them enter the 
workforce. The federal government already contributes 
about $400 million a year to child care services. It 
would like to work with the provinces to help ensure 
that more quality child care spaces are available. 


The federal government has set aside new funding to 
create up to 150,000 new child care spaces, to be 
phased in over three years. Since child care is a provin- 
cial responsibility, the government will discuss how 
this money should be used with the provinces. An 
investment over the next few years could help ensure 
a more productive work force, and put less pressure 


on income support programs in the future. 


LEARNING: Making education accessible 


The key to a good job... 


Canadians recognize that education is 
important. Canada spends more of its 
national income on post-secondary 
education and training than any other 


— -. 
country. Right now, almost a million §& 
Canadians go to college or university g 
full time, but another three million & ae 

& 
: 
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people now in the workforce would like 
to have the chance to upgrade their 
skills. People who go to university or 
college tend to get better jobs, and earn more money. 
In fact: 


@ If you don’t finish high school, you are almost 
three times more likely to be unemployed than if 
you graduate from university. The average 
unemployment rate for people with a university 
degree is just 5.7%. For people who don’t finish 
high school, it’s 16.7%. 


@ In the last three years alone, jobs held by univer- 
sity graduates jumped 17%. Jobs held by people 
who do not have a high school certificate 
dropped \9%. 


mw If you graduate from college or university, 
you're likely to earn more. Over your lifetime, 
you could expect to earn about 40% more than 
someone with only a high school education. 


Growth in Employment by Education, Per Cent Change Since 1990 


University degree 


‘ : . a Post-secondary diploma 
— a 

(ORG R BERD RRSREaEEE Be Some post-secondary/ 

high school graduation 


a 
—_ 
= ey : 
fmm 5 oo 
ie RR ET 
: 2 re Less than high school 
So Se 5 ume 5 diploma 


The challenge 


We have a good educational system now — one of 
the best in the world. But how do we keep it that way, 
with the limited resources available from govern- 


ments? 


m@ The costs of education are going up. In many 
provinces, student fees at colleges and universi- 
ties have doubled in the last 10 years. Statistics 
Canada reports that fees have increased much 
faster than inflation in the last few years. They 
will likely keep going higher. 


mg Jobs keep changing. New jobs need even more 
education than before. More and more adults — 
not just young people — need a chance to go 
back to school. But many people just can’t 
afford it. 


g A lot of people are determined to keep learning 
but have to deal with a number of barriers, 


including lack of time and money. 


@ Governments don’t have any more money to 
spend on education. In fact, governments have 


less money to spend. 


The challenge is simple. Learning is more important 
than ever before. So we have to make sure that more 
people can go to college or university if they want 


to. How can we do this? 


Who pays for post-secondary 
education now? 


m@ University students pay about 20% of the costs 
of their education through tuition fees (which 
average $2,500 per year). Most of the rest is 
paid for by tax dollars (between $8,000 and 
$10,000 per student per year). 


@ Provincial governments are responsible for 
education and set student fees. 


m@ The federal government pays half of the costs 
for colleges and universities — about $8 billion 


each year. 


Should students pay more for 
their education? 


Governments don’t have more money. Perhaps it 
makes sense for individual students to pay a bigger 
share of their own education. After all, thev get a lot 
in return — more jobs, better salaries, and better 


opportunities to get ahead. 


Options for the future 


The federal government has several ideas on ways to 


make learning more accessible to more people. 


m An expanded program of loans and grants which 
would include a new kind of student aid 
program to help students pay off their loans 
more easily after they graduate. 
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m A program that lets people use the money they 
have saved tax free in an RRSP to finance their 
education. 


More loans 


The government could give more people loans to finance 
their own education. To pay for this bigger student 
loan program, the government could use some of the 
cash it now gives to the provinces each year. 


If we do this: 


m@ College and university fees might rise faster, 
because the cash given to the provinces would 
disappear sooner. Students might have to pay a 
bigger share of the costs sooner depending on 
the response of provincial governments. The 
increase for university students could be about 
$1,800 — $2,000 per year. 


g While students might have to pay more, they 
could borrow money more easily. This is also 
important for many mid-career adults who 
would like to return to school but who don’t 
qualify for student loans now. 


m More people would be able to go to college or 
university, if they are willing to take out a loan 
to pay for their education. 
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A new kind of student loan 


Even with more loans available, many people might 
be afraid to take out a loan. What if they borrow a lot 
of money to go to school, but can’t get a good job 
right away when they graduate? How can they afford 
to pay off the loan? 


A number of countries, including Australia, New 
Zealand, Sweden and the USA, have loans called 


“Income Contingent Repayment” loans. 


With this kind of loan: 


@ Students would not have to make loan payments 
they can’t afford. Payments would be based on 
how much money they make each year after 


they graduate. 


m If people don’t get a job right away, they could 
wait to pay back the loan. 


w If people get a low-paying job, they would only 
pay a lower, more affordable amount. As they 
start to earn more money, they would pay off 
the loan faster. 


This kind of program gives people a guarantee. If 
their investment in learning doesn’t pay off right away, 
they won’t be burdened with impossible loan payments. 


Saving for learning 


Some people might prefer to save up for education 
and training. To help more people set aside personal 
savings for learning, the government could let people 
“borrow” money from their Registered Retirement 


Savings Plans (RRSPs) to use for learning. 
People get a tax break on the money they save in 


RRSPs, so this could make learning more affordable 


to many individual Canadians. 
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SECURITY: Protecting those in need 


A national commitment... 


No one in Canada should go without food, shelter or 
clothing. Our social security system is built on this 
basic commitment. Having a good system means tak- 
ing care of people who can’t work, families strug- 
gling to get by on low incomes, children living in 
poverty, people with a disability or chronic illness. 


Provincial governments are responsible for welfare 
programs. The federal government has two main pro- 
grams that help people most in need: 


mw Through the Canada Assistance Plan (CAP) 
the federal government shares the costs of 
provincial welfare programs. CAP money pays 
for things like food, shelter, and special needs 
such as wheelchairs. 


The Child Tax Benefit helps families with the 
costs of raising children. Low income families 
receive up to $1,020 a year for each child under 
18 years old. The amount is lower for higher 
income families — but all families with incomes 
under $65,000 get some money. The Child Tax 
Benefit includes a “Working Income Supplement” 
— up to $500 extra for low income families. 


Are people getting the help 
they need? 


Over three million Canadians are on welfare — 
double the number 12 years ago. And spending on 
CAP has jumped from less than $3 billion to more 
than $8 billion a year. 


Is the money getting results? Are people getting the 
kind of help they need? 


m@ Many people spend years on welfare, even 
though they would rather work. Too many of 
them just can’t get the basic skills and training 
they need for a job. 


@ 28% of the families on welfare are headed by 
lone or single parents. They would have a better 
chance of getting off welfare if they could get 
support for training and child care. 


m The Child Tax Benefit costs more than $5 billion 
a year. Yet more than a million children still 
depend on welfare. One in five Canadian 
children lives in poverty. 


The welfare treadmill 


The social security system seems to keep people 
on a treadmill, instead of helping people solve their 
problems. Sometimes, this is because the rules 
don’t work well. 


m CAP rules often stop people from getting ahead. 
A young single mother on welfare may want to 
take an entry level job. But she may find that she 
and her family would be worse off — because as 
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soon as she gets a job, she loses supports and 
services she needs to care for her children. 


m Persons with disabilities are often forced to go 
on welfare because it’s the only way they can 
afford the special support or health services they 
need. If they get a job — even a low-paying job 
— they lose those supports. 


m@ CAP rules won’t let the provinces use federal 
money for many preventative programs — pro- 
grams that could help prevent child poverty, or 
give people on welfare the training they need for 
a job. 


Building a better system: first steps 


We could consider short-term improvements to CAP. 
For example, the federal government could change 
the rules, so that the provinces could use CAP money 
for better programs. For example, more flexible 
rules might: 


@ help people get work experience through 


community work; 


@ help people on welfare get more training and job 


counselling; 


™ support better programs for children. 


Building for the future: options for 
long-term reform 

1. A Guaranteed Annual Income (GAIT) 

Many people want to replace CAP and other pro- 
grams with a Guaranteed Annual Income (GAI). This 
would ensure a basic minimum income for all fami- 


lies, whether or not they are employed. 


To provide a reasonable guaranteed income, how- 
ever, we would have to raise taxes — a lot. Limited 
government money can probably be spent better by 
targeting the money to those most in need. 


2. Greater flexibility for the provinces 

CAP could be replaced by an annual amount to the 
provinces transferred with “no strings” or fewer “‘strings” 
attached. Provinces could then design their welfare 
systems according to their own priorities and needs. 


There are two important questions to answer with this 
option. Should there be national principles in place, 
for example to ensure that people in all provinces 
would have the right to the same basic services? If 


so, what should those principles be? 


3. Redirect funding to new priorities 

Another option is to take some of the $13 billion 
the federal government spends on CAP and the Child 
Tax Benefit, and use it instead for special priorities. 


Priorities could include: 


g Improving the Child Tax Benefit: the Child 
Tax Benefit could be targeted so that low income 
families get more money. Some higher income 
families would receive a lower benefit, or no 
benefit at all. 


We could also combine the Child Tax Benefit 
with provincial social assistance payments made 
on behalf of children to create a new benefit for 
children of all low-income families. This would 
give them a secure source of income support and 
put parents in a stronger position to leave social 


assistance for the job market. 
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Low income families receiving the Child Tax m@ Child care and child development: A third pri- 
Benefit are also eligible for a Working Income ority could be to target more support for child 
Supplement. Another option would be to care and services that benefit children such as 
increase this supplement for the working poor. nutrition programs and counselling for parents. 


= Independence for persons with disabilities: 
Another priority could be helping persons with A Good Investment 
disabilities. CAP currently provides benefits for 
about 320,000 adults with disabilities who are 
heads of households. Unfortunately, the system 


Reducing child poverty makes good economic 
sense. Poverty and hunger hurt children’s early 


Sten locks these people intotapendeneeaniate development, and the effects can last a lifetime. 


are eager to work. A better approach is needed to Children living in poverty often have trouble in 

help them live independently and with dignity. school. They are more likely to reach adulthood 
without a good education, and face poor chances 
of finding a job. : 


To reduce tomorrow's unemployment rate, it 
makes sense to help children now. 
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QUESTIONS — Making our social programs work 


Ce 1. Do you agree or disagree that Canada’ s social seeiay system is in need of change 


at this time? - 
ff a, Ts [V4 Cs 
Strongly — Agree — Neutral Disagree Strongly 
oes disagree 


MN «2. Based on your irunderstanding of Canada’s social pee system today, what do you 
like about it? 


eS cpa; ps lesan 


ME 3. if you could change the social security system, what would you change? 
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QUESTIONS — WORKING — 1. Employment Programs 


ME 1. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement...”More emphasis should be placed 
on services that improve the skills and job prospects of cn than people and less on 
POM them just with income support”. 


Ly |_| 3 ci 5 
Strongly Agree Neutral Disagree Strongly 
agree disagree 


ME 2. Which of the following employment tools do you think people would find most useful if they had 
just lost their job or were looking for work? Please rank the top Employment Tools, using 1 for the 
most useful, 2 for the second most useful, and 3 for the third most useful tool. 


Rank Employment Tools 


= Job Counselling 


| ie information about the Job Market 


3 Upgrading Basic Skills (Reading, Writing and Math) 


4 Classroom Training 


5 Workplace Training 


6 Incentives for Employers to Hire Unemployed Workers 


7 Other (please specify): 


ME 3. How do you think the government could improve the delivery of the employment tool you 
ranked number 1 in the previous question? 
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QUESTIONS — WORKING — 2. Unemployment Insurance (UI) 


MMMM 1. a. What do you like or dislike about the idea of a new employment insurance program? 


Likes Dislikes 


b. What do you like or dislike about the idea of adjusting the existing program? 


Likes Dislikes 


MN 2. Which approach would you prefer to see the government adopt? 
a Approach #1 — A New Employment Insurance Program 


| Approach #2 —- Adjust the Existing Ul System 


3 A Combination of the Two Approaches 


4 Other (please specify) Ns 
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QUESTIONS — WORKING — 2. Unemployment Insurance (UI) (Continued) 


STATEMENT 


The amount of money a frequent claimant receiv 
should depend on their individual annual income. 


The amount of money a frequent claimant receives 
should depend on the annual income of their fami 


Frequent UI claimants should only receive benefits 

_ if they are willing to participate in programs to help 

them get a job — such as counselling, basic xs 
upgrading or community service. : 


The number of times an employee has used Ul 
should determine how much they must pay into Ul. 


The number of times an employer has used UI — : oe 
should determine how much they must pay into UI. Le 


M4 What should we do with any money saved as a resut ; changes to the Ul program? 


1 Use the money saved for more. employment programs. 


2 Use the money saved to lower the premiums pen, pay for ul 


3 A mix of both. 


QUESTIONS — WORKING — 3. Helping eed Parents 


MEE 1. What specific suggestions would you make about what governments could do to ee 
parents balance work and family responsibilities? 
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QUESTIONS — LEARNING: Making education accessible 


ME 1. 2) Do you agree or disagree with the statement... “Students should pay a bigger share of 
the costs of their education.” 


EE BE 


Strongly Agree 


agree 


3 


Neutral 


b) What percentage do you think would be fair? 


Ps 2.00 you agree or disagree with the statement... “The federal government should put some 
of the cash it transfers to provinces for post-secondary education directly in the hands of 


4 


Disagree 


students through an expanded system of loans and grants.” 


L_ |i 


2 


Strongly Agree 


agree 


HE! 3. a) Do you agree or disagree with the statement... “The federal government should introduce 


3 


Neutral 


4 


Disagree 


an Income Contingent Repayment loan scheme (ICR).” 


| 


2 


Strongly Agree 


agree 


3 


Neutral 


4 


Disagree 


| |s5 


Strongly 


disagree 


% 


| |5 


Strongly 


disagree 


5 


Strongly 


disagree 


b) What do you like or dislike about the idea of linking loan repayment to income? 


MM 4. 2) Do you agree or disagree with the statement... “People should be able to borrow from 
their RRSPs to pay for education and training.” 


a 


2 


Strongly Agree 


agree 


3 


Neutral 


4 


Disagree 


5 


Strongly 
disagree 


b) What do you like or dislike about the idea of people using their RRSPs to pay for 


education and training? 
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QUESTIONS — LEARNING: Making education accessible (Continued) 


HR 5 How do you think governments can make sure that more hope getthe education 


or training they need? 


QUESTIONS — SECURITY: Protecting those in need 


ME 1.0 you agree or disagree with the following statements? 


STATEMENT 


The social security system keeps people on a 
treadmill instead of helping them solve 
their problems. 


High and middle income parents should receive 
less money and low income parents should 
receive more money through the Child Tax Benefit. 


People on welfare who get a low paying job should 
be able to “Top Up” their income with money they 
receive from the government so that their total 
earnings equal what they would have received 
while on welfare. 


People on welfare should be able to keep some 
of their welfare benefits like free medicine if 
they start working at low paying jobs. 
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Level of Agreement __ 
Strongly Strongly 


agree disagree 


E 8 8 


=o 8 8 8 


5 


= eee 8 


5 


s 


a a | 


QUESTIONS — SECURITY: Protecting those in need (Continued) 


MR 2. There are a number of potential options for long-term reform to help people in need. 
Which one option do you prefer? 


1 A Guaranteed Annual Income (GAI) 


__|2 Provinces having more flexibility, with national principles 


3 Provinces having more flexibility without national principles 


4 Redirect funding to new priorities, such as the Child Tax Benefit 


3.00 you have any other specific suggestions on how to protect those in need? 


QUESTIONS — Additional Comments 


WEE «=o you have additional comments that you would like to make about social security reform? 
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eae a ME UE ear eS cee Se A Se dS ap sy cae a RR Pe EEO 
About You 


mums «=. Where do ey : | 
(11 British Columbia 
| ]2 Alberta | 
[13 Saskatchewan — 
[_]4 Manitoba. . 


mum 2. Whatis your age? _ 
MES. Are you Lh - 
eG, 


4. Have you ever received unemployment insura 1Ce, é 
in a government- sponsored training program? Please 


1 Unemployment Insurance loan 


__|4 Participated in government- 
sponsored training program 


Mu 5. What is the highest level of formal education you av 
[11 Some public school 5 
2 Highschool graduate 1. ‘ponppatine legree 
3 Some college or university s Ons st 


4 College or university graduate 


Under $10,000 
$10,000 to $29,999 
(13 $30,000 to $49,999 


1 


Oh Full-time | |e “Sei omploved 


5 Part-time (_]6 Unemployed but 
bey my work 


Mm = 8. Whatis your current marital status? 


a7, 


La Single 


[|4 Legally divorced 


me 9). How many depentent children do you 
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